
Guide to Reading and Interpreting Mining & Reclamation 
Public Notices 
Public notices are one of the most important windows into proposed mining, permitting, and reclamation 
activities in your community. They are often written in dense, technical language- but once you know 
what to look for, they become powerful tools for protecting your land, water, and rights. 

This guide walks you through how to understand a public notice, identify the details that matter, and 
determine whether action is needed. 

 

1. What a Public Notice Is, and Why It Matters 

Public notices are legally required announcements published by mining companies or regulatory 
agencies. They inform the public about proposed activities like: 

●​ New or expanded coal mines 
●​ Permit renewals 
●​ Permit revisions or amendments 
●​ Bond releases 
●​ Reclamation plans 
●​ Water discharge permits 
●​ Longwall mining panels and predicted subsidence​

 

Public notices are your chance to get involved early- to ask questions, request documents, submit 
comments, or call for a public hearing. Once a permit is approved, it becomes much harder to 
challenge. 

 

2. Where You’ll Find Public Notices 

Public notices can appear in several places: 

Newspapers 

Often listed in: 

●​ “Legal Notices” or “Public Notices” sections 
●​ Small-print classified columns​

 



Agency Websites 

For coal mining, these may include: 

●​ State environmental agency notice pages 
●​ State mining commission websites 
●​ Federal Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) notices 

Local Government Bulletin Boards 

Especially for land-use or zoning-related notices. 

Tip: Signing up for email alerts (if your state offers them) saves time and ensures you don’t miss 
important notices. 

 

3. Key Terms You Should Always Look For 

Permit Number 

Every project has one. It helps you look up the full permit file. 

Permit Type 

You’ll typically see one of the following: 

●​ New Permit: A brand-new mine or facility 
●​ Revision/Amendment: Changes to an existing permit 
●​ Renewal: Extends the life of an active permit 
●​ Transfer: Ownership changes 
●​ Bond Release: Company wants to reclaim some or all of its financial bond 
●​ NPDES Permit: Water discharge permit under the Clean Water Act 

Location Information 

Look for: 

●​ Township, county, and municipality 
●​ Nearby roads or waterways 
●​ Parcel or map coordinates. This helps you determine what communities or ecosystems may be 

affected. 

 

 



Project Description 

This section explains what the company wants to do. It may include: 

●​ Type of mining (surface, longwall, auger, mountaintop removal) 
●​ Acreage affected 
●​ Depth of mining 
●​ Reclamation plans 
●​ Discharge locations 

Comment/Objection Deadlines 

These deadlines are non-negotiable. Missing them can mean losing your right to be heard. 

Instructions for Commenting 

Public notices must include: 

●​ Where comments must be sent 
●​ How to request a public hearing 
●​ Who to contact for more information 

Where to Access the Permit File 

This may include: 

●​ Online links 
●​ Local agency offices 
●​ Viewing hours 
●​ Contact information to request digital copies 

 

4. Red Flags to Watch For 

Vague or Missing Details 

If the notice doesn’t explain: 

●​ The exact location 
●​ The nature of the mining 
●​ Expected impacts​

 …you can request clarification and the full permit file.​
 

 



Accelerated Deadlines 

Sometimes companies publish notices right before holidays or weekends. You can request an 
extension if needed. 

Multiple Concurrent Notices 

Several notices from the same operator may signal: 

●​ A major expansion 
●​ A change in ownership 
●​ Attempts to move liabilities 

Repeated NPDES Discharge Modifications 

Frequent changes to discharge limits may indicate water quality problems. 

 

5. How to Quickly Assess Whether You Should Take Action 

Ask yourself: 

●​ Is this new mining near homes, farms, or water sources? 
●​ Could this change increase blasting, dust, noise, or truck traffic? 
●​ Does it involve longwall mining or predicted subsidence? 
●​ Does the operator have a history of violations? 
●​ Does this permit impact land you rely on- wells, springs, streams, forests, or farmland? 
●​ Is the reclamation plan realistic and adequate? 
●​ Does the notice suggest bond release before full cleanup is verified? 

If the answer to any of these is “yes”- you likely want to comment or request a hearing. 

 

6. What to Do Next 

Request the Full Permit File 

You have the right to see: 

●​ Maps 
●​ Reclamation plans 
●​ Subsidence predictions 
●​ Water quality data 
●​ Previous violations​

 



Submit a Comment Letter 

Your letter can: 

●​ Ask questions 
●​ Identify missing information 
●​ Raise concerns 
●​ Request stricter conditions 
●​ Demand a public hearing 

Ask for a Public Hearing 

You can request a hearing if: 

●​ There is significant community interest 
●​ The notice lacks detail 
●​ You believe the permit could harm public health, water, or property 

Connect with Your Neighbors 

Other residents may be affected- and group comments carry more weight. 

 

7. Helpful Tools for Reviewing Notices 

●​ A map of your area with streams, properties, and roads 
●​ A timeline to track deadlines 
●​ A notebook or file for saving notices and permit numbers 
●​ A community contact list for quick outreach 
●​ Camera/phone to document any existing problems near the site 

 

8. When to Call for Help 

Reach out if: 

●​ You find confusing or contradictory details 
●​ You suspect the notice violates SMCRA requirements 
●​ You need help obtaining permit files 
●​ The agency does not respond to requests​

 

A public notice is just the first step, but how you respond to it can shape the outcome of a mining 
or reclamation project for decades. 
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