
Guide to Interpreting Mining Permits 

Introduction 

Mining permits are official documents that authorize coal companies to operate in a specific area. 
Understanding these permits is critical for communities affected by mining, as they outline the legal 
scope of operations, environmental protections, and regulatory requirements. This guide helps you 
read, interpret, and use mining permits to stay informed and participate effectively in public oversight. 

 

1. Types of Mining Permits 

●​ Surface Mining Permits: Authorize coal extraction that occurs at or near the surface. Includes 
strip mining and mountaintop removal. 

●​ Underground Mining Permits: Cover underground operations such as room-and-pillar or 
longwall mining. 

●​ Reclamation Permits: Outline the company’s obligations for restoring land after mining, 
including soil replacement, replanting, and waterway restoration. 

●​ Expansion or Modification Permits: Required if the company wants to increase the size or 
scope of an existing operation. 

 

2. Key Sections of a Mining Permit 

Permit Area 

●​ Defines the geographic boundaries where mining is allowed. 
●​ Check maps carefully to understand which communities, waterways, and ecosystems may be 

affected. 

Permittee Information 

●​ Lists the company responsible for mining. 
●​ Includes contact information for the operator and regulatory agency. 

Mining Method 

●​ Specifies the type of mining (surface or underground) and techniques used. 
●​ Look for longwall mining, mountaintop removal, or other high-impact methods.​

 

 



Environmental Protections 

●​ Describes measures to protect air, water, soil, and wildlife. 
●​ May include erosion control, sediment ponds, water treatment systems, and revegetation plans. 

Monitoring and Reporting Requirements 

●​ Lists what the company must monitor (water quality, air emissions, subsidence) and how 
frequently. 

●​ Includes requirements for submitting reports to regulators and public access to monitoring data. 

Public Participation and Comment Periods 

●​ Indicates whether there is an opportunity for public input before the permit is approved. 
●​ Look for deadlines to submit comments or request hearings. 

 

3. Tips for Reading Mining Permits 

●​ Highlight important terms: permit boundaries, environmental safeguards, and monitoring 
requirements. 

●​ Compare permits to regulations: Check that the permit aligns with state and federal mining 
laws, including the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA). 

●​ Look for loopholes or vague language: Some permits may allow broad discretion that can 
lead to environmental harm. 

●​ Track changes: Expansion or modification permits can increase environmental impacts- 
monitor these closely. 

●​ Ask questions: If you don’t understand a section, contact the regulatory agency or a 
community environmental group for clarification. 

 

4. Using Your Knowledge 

●​ Attend public hearings and submit comments to express concerns or support. 
●​ Monitor compliance by reviewing company reports and field observations. 
●​ Share insights with neighbors, local officials, and advocacy organizations to hold companies 

accountable. 
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